252                         HARVEST FROM THE DESERT

Sikhs, many of whom had returned from the battle-
fields of France and their first visit to the West,
were undergoing a thorough re-orientation in their
ideas* Their enquiring mind soon found something
to question in the matter of the custodianship of
their places of worship* Matters came to a head in
the affair of Guru ka Bagh,

Guru ka Bagh was a temple about twelve
from   Amritsar,  and the authorities claimed
property as their own, The Sikhs strenuously denied
this, and a clash occurred which developed into a
major trial of strength between the Sikhs and the
British*   The British depended on the point of tk
bayonet, and the Sikhs, absolutely non-violent on
their splendid courage and the swarming numbers of
those who were ready to lay down their lives for tte
sake  of their rights in their  place  of worship.
Repression, the like of which has  been  seldom
recorded, even in Colonial Countries, followed, but
the Sikhs did not show any sign of wavering in their
resolve.   The whole affair assumed serious propor-
tions ; among the Sikhs it was a signal for the highest
religious fervour, and  a  major mass  movement
threatened to develop,   The machinery of adminis-
tration faced the threat of paralysis*

this juncture, Ganga Ram came forward, and,
words of Sir Edward Maclagan, ex-Governor

Punjab, "he, of bis own motion, made a
_ . ,. tbe Government that, in crtder to briag
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